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Love and Attachment: 
Conceptions of Devotion in the 

Narada Bhakti Sutra
A talk by Dr Ramesh Pattni DPhil (Oxford) 
of the Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies

The core ideas of the Bhakti tradition are explored in the well-
known text attributed to Sage Narada. What is the nature of 
pure devotion? What is the goal and means of devotion? How 
does one cultivate bhakti? How does one reach the state of 
supreme devotion starting from mixed emotions of love?
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